339.   THE LATE SIR DAVID HUNTER
The news reached Durban on Sunday that Sir David Hunter,
K.C.M.G., one of Natal's most sincere and broad-minded public
men, had passed away, after an operation at a nursing home 113
Edinburgh. Sir David was well-known as one who stood up for
the weak and oppressed. In as out of Parliament his voice could
always be heard in favour of justice and fair-play, especially ob
behalf of those who were unrepresented in the Legislature. The
Indian community will feel his loss very keenly. During his
twenty-six years' connection with the Natal Government Rail-
ways as General Manager he was known as a humane employer.
He always spoke well of his Indian employees and they always
thought highly of their Chief. We well remember, at the time
of Mr. Gokhale's visit, Sir David, speaking at the historic banquet
in the Durban Drill Hall, in the capacity of Chairman, saying
that, through long and varied experience, he had learned to respect
his Indian staff for their faithful and useful service, and he, there-
fore, had satisfaction in believing that they reciprocated his
feelings towards them by loyal trust in him. He also spoke of the
innate dignity and courtesy which were characteristic of the Indian
race. Sir David, along with many others, maintained that the
£3 tax was an unjust imposition, and we had the assurance from
his own lips that he intended to support its repeal at the earliest
opportunity. Had it not been for the unfortunate illness which
took him to Scotland in the hope of relief, we are confident that
there would not have been a more faithful supporter of the present
Indians' Relief Bill than Sir David Hunter. To the relatives and
friends we offer our sincere sympathy and condolence, and we feel
sure that the whole Indian community will share our feelings.
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